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FROM THE PRINCIPAL: Wayne Buckland 

He mihi nui kia koutou katoa 

4th May 2023 

Term 2 looks set to be, yet again, another disrupted term with 
no real end in sight. We all recognise that teaching is a vital profession and needs 
to attract highly-skilled people who can make learning engaging and achievable. 
Sooner or later the pay rates for teachers will need to be adjusted appropriately to 
recognise this and to encourage people to take up teaching as a vocation. It is not 
acceptable that a beginning teacher with a 4 year degree gets less than the 
minimum wage in their hand after their student loan deductions come out.  

It is not only salary that needs addressing.  

• Our class sizes are too large. We have one of the highest class size numbers 
for the OECD. This restricts activities that can take place and reduces the 
time available for individual students.  

• On top of this our teachers generally teach 1 more class (4 hours per week) 
than other teachers in the OECD which reduces time for planning and lesson 
preparation per class.  

• Added to this, schools now have 2 or 3 high needs students in each class. 
These students require a disproportionate amount of teacher time and when 
they are struggling or disruptive, they prevent learning for the class.  

• Funding for these students is held by the Ministry of Education. The funding 
shortfall needs addressing. An example of this is that in the last school-
applied funding round for in-class support, 200 students met the criteria and 
5 students actually received the funding.  

• We are part of a national beat up on students’ attendance being 90% or 
more. This is directly in conflict with our messaging around if you are sick at 
all; stay home and a single covid isolation will put you under this attendance 
figure. With these things in mind a realistic figure is somewhere between 80 
and 85%. Branding students as poor attenders does not help their self-image 
in terms of being valued in education. 
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Senior Ball: The Oscars 

We are delighted to be having our annual Ball this Friday. The Year 13 
students have the auditorium looking amazing and a large number of 
students have taken up the opportunity to learn a variety of ballroom 
dances – and al so the line dance to ‘Saturday Night Fever’. On the last 
day of ball sales, we had to put a blanket restriction on no more outside 
plus ones as we had exceeded our planning maximum of 180 students. 

We will have approx. 220 students plus staff at the ball. This is the largest ball we 
have held. Doors open at 7.30pm. It is a drug and alcohol-free event with normal 
school rules applying. The event finishes at 11.30pm with students being able to 
leave from 11.15pm onwards.  

Strike action: The following dates are the confirmed rostering home dates that we 
have been notified of as part of the strike action. Please note that we have had a 
provisional notice of a whole school strike action on the Thursday 11 May. As soon 
as we know officially about this day, we will let you know. 

• Week 2: Thursday 4th May- Year 11 

• Week 3: Tuesday 9 May - Year 12, Thursday 11 May - Year 13 

• Week 4: Tuesday 16 May - Year 9, Wednesday 17 May - Year 10 

• Week 5: Thursday 25 May - Year 11 

• Week 6: Tuesday 30 May - Year 13, Thursday 1 June - Year 12 

• Week 7: Tuesday 6 June - Year 10, Thursday 8 June - Year 9 

Our two new-build building projects: There is a sense of frustration around not 
being able to plan our blessing or opening due to contractors not being able to give 
us a completed date. As soon as we can be sure that we can move in we will 
organise a blessing either early in the morning or in the evening. One way or the 
other, our furniture is being moved in on the 11th of May. 

Principal appointment update: The Board of Trustees will be interviewing 
candidates this weekend and the name of the new Principal should be known next 
week sometime. The appointee will take over the role on July 17th, Day 1, Term 3 
and there will be a Pōwhiri for them at 9.00am – all invited. We are fortunate to 
have a very able staff and our senior leadership team have all the skills to ensure 
that this transition between Principals is smooth and seamless. 
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FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL: Sarah Molloy 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 
Changes in Education 
 
On Friday, 5th of May, we have our Teacher Only Day. This is 
one of two days this year for staff to prepare for the changes to the curriculum – 
some of which come into being next year and other changes that will come into 
force over the next few years. BBC is thrilled to be sharing this professional 
development opportunity with all the teachers from our local primary schools; our 
Kahui Āko. This strengthens our local area’s understanding and implementation of 
the curriculum and students benefit from this more unified approach to education 
in the Bream Bay area.  
 
I know it is difficult for Whānau and caregivers to make arrangements for their 
children on such days but please know that they are vital days in terms of our 
opportunity to get to the heart of curriculum matters that affect every single child 
in our school. And we want to be the best informed and most prepared teachers 
to serve the needs and provide opportunities for real success for every student at 
Bream Bay College.  
 
The 2007 NZ Curriculum is being refreshed, (Te Mātaiaho), to bring aspects of it 
into line in 2023 onwards, including our understanding of the Treaty and how best 
to give effect to this. The refreshed curriculum also focuses on changes in our 
teaching practices to maximise success for every student.  
 
Plus, next year the new NCEA Level 1 standards will be brought in and that involves 
changing current resources and assessments to fit the demands of the new 
curriculum.  
 
NCEA literacy and numeracy co-requisites are in place also next year and staff and 
students are heartily embracing our Structured Literacy and Numeracy 
programmes to build skills to better equip every student to attain these standards 
next year.  
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FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL: Sandra Hayward 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

Careers 

There are many opportunities for Bream Bay College students 
to explore future careers.  Margo Finlayson and Sandra Hayward have been 
running sessions with Year 11 and 12 classes to support students in planning for 
their futures.  During this time, they are introduced to Career Central and shown 
how this is one of the tools available to help with planning. Over the next month 
Year 10 classes will be given the same opportunity. 

Next week there are several groups of students visiting Northtec; four students are 
attending the 'Nursing Student for a Day' Course and another is undertaking a 
Beauty Course. 

Tertiary providers are starting their school visits and are very useful for Year 12 and 
13 students who are considering tertiary education after graduating from college. 

Students are encouraged to read their emails as there are regular updates about 
opportunities from both the Careers Department and Gateway.   
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Sports Council 

The Sports council has led 
many activities during the 
past term. These include 
helping to raise money for 
the cyclone which raised 

over one thousand dollars for Red Cross. Our 
council activity aimed to bring our school 
together and showcase some talent with a 
competition over at the skatepark which was 
very popular amongst our students. During Waka Week, most of our sports people 
were encouraged to be involved in the interhouse swimming sports and build 
relationships with the younger students in their House. Our sports council has 
organised many lunchtime activities to bring students together and exercise within 
school time such as volleyball under the canopy, which always has lots of 
participants. 

Our next goals for Term 2 include:  

1. to focus on improving the sports gear within our school by purchasing some 
new equipment and encouraging Whānau to get outside. 

2: to have another competition of some sort to fundraise and get everyone 
involved. 

By involving ourselves in the interhouse sports 
competitions, this helps develop our roles as the 
sports council leaders.  

 
Student Council 

Term one was off to a rough 
start for Bream Bay College. 
The damage from Cyclone 
Gabrielle meant our school 

was closed and we were without power for days at a time. 
Consequently, our council was unable to meet until a few 
weeks into the term. Each of the councils decided to take the initiative in promoting 
our mufti day money to be donated to Red Cross for cyclone damage and this 
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contributed $1,500. We then worked hard to provide our 
Waka Week activity to signify how we are all in the same 
boat at our Kura aiming for the same goals. Our council then 
had the idea of collecting cans for our friends in other parts 
of the country after the cyclone but instead these turned 
into raffles, raising more money for those in need. 
 

 

Our next initiative is focusing 
on Enviroschools. We have 
conducted a survey for all 
departments within our 
school asking how we can 
support them to make Bream 

Bay College more environmentally sustainable. The 
first step to this will be placing recycling bins in our 
Year 7 and 8 block and then improving from there. We are grateful that our Year 
7s are on board and hope this enthusiasm becomes widespread. As a part of the 
upgrading of our school in the way of environmental sustainability, we have people 
committed to reducing waste, organised to come and speak to the students and 
staff. 

 We also are looking into creating new house banners for house days such as 
athletics and swimming sports. They are something we haven’t had these past few 
years of school and think new and improved banners will benefit each house for 
future house spirit and events, as well as placing our historical house shields back 
on display.  

The student council are dedicated and willing to continue to put in the mahi, in and 
around the school for the rest of the year to improve our Kura and set next year’s 
council members up to continue with new ideas. We are always wanting new ideas 
for how students can make change, so please come along if you have any 
suggestions! 

Ngā Mihi Nui from your Student council head and secretary: Jess Andrews and 
Madi Dackers. 
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Cultural Council  

During Term 1, the Cultural Council organised and ran many 
activities with some being fun group activities, while other 
activities raised awareness about Cyclone Gabrielle. With the 
four councils combined, we were able to raise $1000 and donate 
it to Red Cross, which would further go to those in need. The 

Cultural Council’s aim was to promote the cultural aspect within our school which 
we have done during Term 1. An example of this was during Waka Week where we 
set up ‘Maui Ma Tau’ under the canopy, while having a playlist of culturally diverse 
music playing over the speakers at the same time. The students really enjoyed this 
and there were loads of positive feedback coming back from them. Another 
example was during Week 8 (Councils’ Week). We had our very own Steel Pan band 

named ‘The Panimals’ play at 
lunchtime also under the 
canopy for 30 minutes. The 
students and staff really love 
them! As a council, we believe 
that Term 1 was successful for 
the activities we ran. They 
were a great way to kickstart 
our year, build our reputation, 
and build some momentum for 
our upcoming projects.  

For Term 2, the Cultural Council has 2 set goals we are aiming to achieve. The first 
goal we have is to plan and carry out a successful music night which is open to all 
students and public. Secondly, the Cultural Council would like to initiate a new 
event into our school which will be an art gallery held in Term 3, in the 
auditorium. This will be a super way to showcase some of the art that happens in 
our school and also to recognize our talented artists.  
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As you know, last term we had Waka Week in Week 3. For this, 
some of the members from the Health and Wellbeing council 
walked around with a waka for the school to sign as a way of 
showing their support towards the occasion. 

We’ve decided to display the waka in the student centre. This 
will hopefully be going up ASAP and will be displayed to all 

those that walk past. We would like to thank those who signed it and encourage 
others to join in on the activities planned for the upcoming term. 

We also want to thank everyone that donated a can or packet of food for the 
Cyclone Relief Fund. We decided to make 2 grocery raffles and donate the money 
made from the raffles to those who have been affected by the cyclone, instead of 
sending groceries all the way down to the Hawkes Bay as we have found that this 
may be too complicated to do. We hope that this is useful to those affected in 
Hawke's Bay, allowing them to pay for the repairing of damage done from the 
cyclone. 

Last term we had a mufti day where we asked students to bring some extra money 
to go towards the donation for the Cyclone Relief Fund. We managed to raise 
$1500. The staff have raised an extra $176 with a second-hand clothing stall. We’re 
thrilled to donate this money to the Red Cross foundation to help those who have 
suffered losses in the Hawke’s Bay Community. We hope these donations will make 
a good impact on these people.  

Our next initiative is to focus on the mental health of students at Bream Bay 
College. We have discussed the possibility of getting in a guest speaker to talk 
about mental health and the hotlines to contact when you need to seek help. We 
have also discussed the idea of making a mental health mural, as well as many 
other ideas such as another colour run this year to spread some positivity around 
the school. We hope to achieve some of these goals this year. 

The Health and Wellbeing Council wants to thank you for your support this term. 
We would also like to thank Emma Gorrie, the council leader for organising and 
running the meetings as well as Nicole Botha, the council’s secretary for doing the 
minutes during meetings. 
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FROM THE SPORTS CO-ORDINATOR: Megan Carran  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NSS Tennis 

On Wednesday 5th April Bream Bay College had 4 students participate 
in the annual NSS Tennis Singles tournament.  This was held at the 
Thomas Kneale Courts in Whangarei and was run by Tennis Northland.  Well done 
to Harris Lymburn, Ebony Antony Connor, Kaiser Jacoby and Nathan Vendt. 
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Golf Rep – Kaiser Jacoby 

Congratulations to Kaiser Jacoby who was selected 
for the Northland Under 19 Golf Team to represent 
Northland against Auckland.  Kaiser also won The 
Top of the Harbour Junior Golf Tournament at Waipu 
against a strong field of young golfers. 

 

 

 

Rugby League Reps 

Congratulations to Eli McLean and Breakah Lloyd who 
were both chosen to represent Ngapuhi Ahi Under 13 
League Team to play in the NZ Maori Teina tournament 
in Rotorua.   

 

 

 

Congratulations to Shayne Wassell who made the 
National 9’s Under 16 Boys League tournament Team 
for 2023.   

 

 

Senior Boy’s Basketball 

On Thursday the Senior Boys Basketball team travelled to Tauraroa to play in the 
first of a mid week basketball competition.  Over this term the boys will play various 
secondary schools from lower south.  The boys were down at half time 35-
16.  Through determination and attitude the boys managed to get back into the 
game unfortunately running out of time in the end but just going down by 61-
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53.  Played of the Day - 
Harlem Cooper. Thanks to 
Carlo for coaching the 
boys.  Awesome effort 
team.  The boys will play 
next Friday at Bream Bay 
College 4.30pm start 
against Ruawai. 

 

 

Hockey Rep 

Congratulations to Kortez Hita Duval who was selected for 
the Northland/Auckland Under 16 Girls’ Team to compete in 
the NZ Super Hockey challenge held in Cambridge during the 
5-day Easter break.  Kortez was Captain on Day 2 of the 
Tournament, and her team came away winning the 
tournament in extra time against a very strong South Island 
Team, who beat them in Round 1 of the tournament.  From 
this tournament a NZ team will be selected with a possible 
trip to America early next year.   

 

NSS Ultimate Frisbee tournament  

On Wednesday 3rd May Bream Bay 
College had a senior team of players 
participate in the NSS Ultimate Frisbee 
tournament.  Congratulations to one of 
the teams winning all their pool games 
and the semi-final.  Unfortunately, they 
went down by just 1 point in the final 
against Kamo High.  
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Up & Coming Events 
 
May 5   Teacher Only Day – School closed 
May 5   Senior Ball – 7.30pm – 11.30pm – The Oscars 
   This is a drug & alcohol free event.  
May 6   Rockquest Heats 
May 10  BOT Meeting – 6pm  
 
Rostering Home 
 
Week 3: Tuesday 9 May - Year 12, Thursday 11 May - Year 13 

Week 4: Tuesday 16 May - Year 9, Wednesday 17 May - Year 10 

Week 5: Thursday 25 May - Year 11 

Week 6: Tuesday 30 May - Year 13, Thursday 1 June - Year 12 

Week 7: Tuesday 6 June - Year 10, Thursday 8 June - Year 9 
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WANTED: School Bus Drivers 
Are you looking for some part-time work? 
Can you drive a bus? Do you have the licence 
needed to drive a bus? Ritchies Bus 
Company is desperately looking for drivers. If 
you are interested, please phone Ritchies 
(09)4387142 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 


